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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



RETRIEVING STORED DATA FROM A BASE UNIT OF 
A MUTLI-LINE WIRELESS PHONE SYSTEM 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Honorable Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In the US national phase application of PCT/US98/1 8107 filed 
herewith, please enter the following amendments: 

In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



In Claim 1, line 1 , delete [(100)], 

line 2, delete [(1 1 0)] and [(1 1 1 , 1 1 2)], 

line 3, delete [(1 20)] and [(1 20;)], 

line 4, delete [(121,1 22)] and [(1 1 0)], 



line 6, delete [(200)], 

line 7, delete [(120i)], 

line 9, delete [(1 1 0)] and [(1 20i)l, 

line 11, delete [(120,)], 

line 1 2, delete [(200)], 

line 13, delete [(120,)], 

line 20, delete [(120i)], 

line 21, delete [(251,252)] and [(200)], 

line 24, delete [(253,254)]. 



Applicants 
Int'l Appln. No 
Filed 



Kumar Ramaswamy et al. 

PCT/US98/18107 

Herewith 



In Claim 2, line 2, delete [(1 20)], 
line 4, delete [(200)]. 



In Claim 3, line 1 , delete [(1 1 8)]. 



line 1, delete [(110)] and [(118)]. 

line 3, delete [(110)1, 
line 9, delete [(118)]. 

line 1, delete [(110)], 
line 2, delete [(120i)], 

line 1, delete [(110)] and [(110)1, 

line 2, delete [(111,11 2)1, [(1 23)] and (1 20,)], 

line 3, delete [(121,122)1, 

line 7, delete [(200)], 

line 8, delete [(120,)], 

line 17, delete [(120i)], 

line 24, delete [(120i)l, 

line 25, delete [(251,252)] and (200)1, 

line 28, delete [(253,254)]. 

In Claim 1 1 , line 1 , delete [(1 1 0)1 and [(1 20)1, 

line 2, delete [(1 20;)], [(1 21 ,1 22)1 and [{1 1 0)1, 

line 3, delete [(111,112)1. 

line 7, delete [(120i)], 

line 9, delete [(118)1, 

line 13, delete [(200)1, 

line 14, delete [(120,)], 

line 21, delete [(120,)], [(251,252)] and (200)1, 

line 22, delete [(251,252)] and (200)1, 

line 25, delete [(253,254)]. 

In Claim 13, line 1, delete [(100)], 

line 2, delete [(1 1 0)1 and [(111,11 2)1, 

line 3, delete [(120)1 and [(120,)], 

line 4, delete [(121,122)1, 

line 5, delete [(110)], 

line 7, delete [{110)1 and [(120,)], 

line 9, delete [(120,)]. 



In Claim 4, 
in Claim 5, 

In Claim 6, 

In Claim 9, 



REMARKS 



The above claims have been amended to remove reference indicia. No 
new matter has been added. 

No fee is believed to been incurred by virtue of this amendment. 
However, if a fee is incurred on the basis of this amendment, please charge such 
fee against deposit account 07-0832. 



Respectfully Submitted, 
Kumar Ramaswamy et al. 




Frank Y. Liao, Attorney 
Registration No. 40,065 
(609) 734-9497 



THOMSON multimedia Licensing Inc. 
PO Box 5312, 2 Independence Way 
Princeton, NJ 08543-5312 
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RETRIEVING STORED DATA FROM A BASE TINTT OF A MIII.TT- 



Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to multi-line wireless telephone 
systems and, in particular, to data transmission in a time-division 
multiplexed (TDM) wireless telephone system. 

Description of the Related Art 

The use of telephones and telephone systems, including wireless 
telephone systems, is widespread. In wireless telephone systems, a 
cordless or wireless telephone handset unit communicates via either 
analog or digital radio signals with a base unit, which is typically 
connected via a standard telephone line to an external telephone 
network. In this manner, a user may employ the wireless handset to 
engage in a telephone call with another user through the base unit 
and the telephone network. 

Multi-line wireless telephone systems are in use in various 
situations, such as businesses with many telephone users. Such 
systems employ a handset that communicates with up to N handsets 
simultaneously, typically with digital communications schemes, such 
as a spread-spectrum, time division multiple access (TDMA). In a 
TDMA system, a single RF channel is used, and each handset transmits 
and receives audio data packets as well as non-audio data packets 
during dedicated time slices or slots within an overall TDMA cycle or 
epoch. It is desirable to provide various features, such as private 
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branch exchange (PBX) features and capabiUties, in a multi-ime wireless Tslephone system. It is also 
desirable to transmit or retrieve non-audio data over tb& RF channel. For example, a handset may 
wish to retrieve certain stored data, such as voice mail or caller ID data, which is stored in the base 
unit or in a device coupled to the hase unit. 



European Patent Application No. 0 399 611, filed 22.05.90, describes a communications 
system fer data transmission over a time division duplex frequency channel, in which TDMA is used 
for forward and reverse transmissions between a primary and secondary station. 



SUMMARY 



A wireless telephone system comprising a base unit and a plurality of wireless handsets. The 
base unit has a base transceiver and a memory for storing stored information. Each handset has a 
handset transceiver for establishing a data link and an audio link over a shared RF channel with the 
base unit via the base transceiver, wherein the data link is for transmitting signaling inforaiadon and 
the audio link is for transmitting voice data for a real-time telephone conference. The handset 
requests from liie base unit certain stored information. In response, die base unit retrieves die 
requested stored information from the memory and transmits the stored information to die handset 
via the audio link. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. I is a block diagram of TDMA multi-line wireless telephone syslmi, in accoKianee with 
an embodiment of the present invention; and 

Fig. 2 is a schematic representation of the TDMA slot strucaire used in the TDMA scheme 
of the system of Fig. 1, in accordance with an embodiment of the present invendon. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Rcferrmg now to Fig. 1, there is shown a block diagram of TDMA multi-line wireless 
telephone system 100, in accordance with an embodioMot of the present inventiaii. TDMA system 
1(K3 comprises a base unit 1 10, which has receiver and transmitter units 112 and 111, respectivdy, 
and is coupled to external telephone network 116 via islephoie line(s) 115. Base unit 110 has a 
memory or storage device 1 18, sudi as a RAM or hard disk drive, for storing stored data. Syston 
100 also con^rises N wireless handsets 120i, 120j, . . . 120n. Each has a transmitter and receiver 
unit (transceiver), such as transmitter 121 and receiver 122 of handset 120,. At any given time, 
some number (or none) of the handsets are operating or off hook (i.e., in ±s process of 
conducting a telephone call). System 100 thus provides a wireless network between tiie base 
station 110 and each handset 120; (1 £ i s N), In one embodiment, system 100 comprises 4 
handsets 12O1-I2O4, all of which may be active siimiltaneously. In another embodiment, system 
100 comprises a different number of handsets, e.g. N=12, of which up to 8 can be active or 
operational at a time. 

In ons embodiment, the present mvention comprises a TDMA system for connecting 
multiple transceivers to a base station over a single RF channel. In particular, system 100 
eirqjioys a digital TDMA scheme, as described in fiirtber detail below, which allows power to be 
efficiently used since each operating handset is "ofT (i.e., not transmittmg or recdving data, and 
thus not using as much battery power) during most portions of the TDMA epoch, and is only "on" 
during its own time slices or slots. In another embodiment, a handset 
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powers off by switching ofif power to at least its CPU and transceiver (receiver and transmitter) 
units, while leaving powered on only a clock and associated timer or watchdog circuitry sufficient 
to wake up the CPU at a predetermined slot time. 

Referring now to Fig, 2, there is shown a schematic representation of the TDMA slot 
structare 200 used in the TDMA scheme 200 of the system of Fig. 1, in accordance with an 
embodiment of tlie present invention. System 100 employs a TDMA epoch having structure 200, 
which is illnsnrated assuming 12 total handsets 120i-120jj, of which 8 can be active or operational 
at a time, e.g. handsets 120,-120b, TDMA epoch structure 200 comprises a number of rows and 
columns. Each row of TDMA structure 200 represents a 2ms field of digital data, and is either 
even or odd and grouped in a pair with an odd or even, respectively, row or feld. TDMA epoch 
structure 200 is a 48ms epoch. 

In normal mode of operation, each field comprises nine total packets: a (non-audio) data 
packet in the first columa (citiaer transmitted from the base or from a handset) and eight audio 
packets, grouped in 4 pairs of two. Each such pair of audio packets in a row inchides one packet 
(time slot) of base audio transmission (to a given handset from base unit 110) and one packet of 
handset audio transmission (from the given handset to the base). Thus, within each epoch, there 
is allocated to each handset one pair of data packet slots and several pairs of audio packet slots. 
The data packet slots are used to establish a ^'data imk" with each respective handset, and the 
audio packet slots are used lo establish an "audio Imk'* with each respective handset. The data 
links together constimte the system's data channel, while the audio links constimte the system^s 
audio 
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channel. In other words, the first column of TDMA epoch structure 
200 corresponds to the data channel (data links), and the remaining 
columns correspond to the audio channel (audio links). 

The data link for a given handset is used to transmit, via data 
5 packets, non-audio data referred to generally herein as signaling 
information. Each data packet is a set of data transmitted either to a 
given handset from the base unit or vice-versa, during a discrete time 
slot during which time no other handsets receive or transmit data 
over the system's data channel. These data packets may contain 

10 various types of data, such as synchronization data or words with 
time stamp information transmitted to a handset in sleep mode, caller 
ID information, incoming call information, telephone number being 
dialed by the handset, and the like. The signaling information 
conveyed by the data link is used to setup calls, inform the handset of 

15 incoming calls, maintaining the communication links between the 
handsets and base, and the like. 

Voice data, i.e. audio packets containing audio data for a real- 
time telephone conversation, is transmitted over the audio link for a 
given handset. The bandwidth for the audio link for a handset is 

20 much higher than the bandwidth for the data link. This is because, 
within each epoch, there is allocated to each handset one pair of data 
packet slots and several pairs of audio packet slots. For example, for 
N=12 total handsets 120i-120j2 with up to 8 off hook at a time, 
there are 12 audio packet pairs per handset per epoch, compared to 1 

25 data packet pair per handset per epoch, for an audio channel (or link) 
bandwidth 12 times greater than the data channel (or link) 
bandwidth. The audio packets contain digitized (and possibly 
compressed) voice information. 
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ThxLS, for example, row pair 0 comprise an even row aad odd row. In the even row, the 
base transmits data in the first time slot {slot 251), to one of the 12 handsete» e.g. handset 120i. 

There is one row pair in epoch 200 for each handset, so that each handset can tecei^^e and 
transmit data to base unit 110 once per epoch. After the first data slot 251, asanning handset 120 , 
is operational (off hook), an audio packet is transmitted to handset 120 ^ in audio packet slot 253, 
then an audio packet is transmitted by handset 120 ^ to base unit 110 in aiidio packet slot 254, and 
so on for 3 of tlie other handsets until the end of the field or row* In the odd row for row pair 
0, data slot 252 is used to receive data transmitted from handset 120, to base unit 110, and audio 
packets are transmitted for the remaining 4 active handsets. In row pairs 1-11, the same sequence 
occurs, except the data packets are to and from different handsets than for row pair 0. 

It is desirable for a handset user to be able to retrieve stored data which is stored in 
memoiy 118 of the base unit 110. This information is m addition to signaling data typically 
transmitted via the data link and voice data typically transmitted via the audio link. Stored data 
includes all stored/backed up infonnation that is available in the base unit. This information may 
represent \^oice, data, or other service information. For example, the stored daia may be a voice mail 
information, caller .ID information, or other service information* 

Such stored infonnation is typically requested by a handset via its data link, since the 
request is itself a type of signaling information. Because the stored data is not audio data 
pertaining to a concurrent telephone call, it could be transmitted via the data liiik. However, 
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tbi^ may h& impraciicaJ or undesirable because the baadwidth of the data liak is lower fhan that 
of the audio link. Therefore, in the present iavention, when stared infonnation is requested by 
a handset, the audio liak is temporariiy converted to a "stored data** link, voice data transmission 
is temporarily halted (muied or interrupted), and stored data is transfeaed to the handset during 
that handset's audio dam slots. This allows the stored data to be transmitted at a much higher rate 
to die handset than if the lower-bandwidth data link were used* 

In tile present invention, fiist, a handset 120^ requests stored data from base unit 110, Base 
unit 1 10 then fetches the stored data from memory 11 and combines the stored data into the voice 
Imk for handset 120} as digital infomiarion. Since handset 120j has knowledge about its request, it 
knows what type of stored data to expect on its audio Unk^ and thus knows which type of decoding 
or processing to use wl-ien the stored infonnation is received. 

For exarnplc. if a voice inail message is to be retrieved, handset 12Q^ transmits an appropriate 
request for the voice mail message to base unit 1 10 via its data link. Base unit 1 10 retrieves die 
Stored voice mail data, which may be stored in compressed format for efficient use of memory 1 18. 
This compressed, digital information representing the requested voice maH message is then 
transmitted to handset 120, via its audio link, instead of its data link. Handset 120,* then processes 
the stored data received via its audio link through its voice decompression engine. On the other 
hand, if caller ID UTformation is retrieved, then the data coming over the audio link is appropriately 
processed and displayed on the handset's display. 
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The present invention, therefore, creates an asymmetrical link for information retrieval in a 
wirel(3ss system so that efficient use of the available bandwidth is possible. 

In an alternative embodiment, the audio link is used to retrieve stored data only if it is not 
already in use. In this case, the data link is used by a handset to request retrieval of stored data. 
If the audio link is is use by the handset, then the data link is used to transmit flie stored data to 
the handset. However, if the audio link is not in use, then the audio link is used instead as a 
"stored data" link lo transniit the stored data at a higher rate- 
In an alternative embodunent, the stored information rctrie\^ed by a handset is not actually 
stored in b^Lse unit 110, but is stored in a device external to ba^e unit 110, such as an ^saerml PC or 
storage device, which is coupled by a suitable interface to base unit 1 10* In this case, the stored 
information is retrieved by the handset from the storage device, via base unit 110, and the storage 
device is considered to be the same as memory 11 8, ^siiether located in base unit 110, directly 
accessible by base unit 1 1 0, or accessible by base unit 1 1 0 via some interfece. For purposes of this 
application, therefore, any information stored either directly in base unit 110 or in a device 
fimctionaliy coupled thereto such thac the base unit is able to provide the stored data upon request 
to a handset, is considered to be information stored in base unit 110, since from the point of view 
of a handses;, the request is made of base imit 110 and the information provided by base unit 1 10 
appears to be stored in base unit 110. 

One skilled in the art will recognize that the wireless system described above according to 
the principles of the invention may be a 
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cellular system where base unit 1 10 represents a base station serving one of the cells in a cellular 
telephone network. 

Ill an alternative embodiment, instead of a handset retrieving over the audio link data 
actually stored in memory 118, the handset may wish to retrieve data from a data source 
accessible to the base unit 110. For example, base unit 110 may receive via an external line a 
modem signal containing data. In this case, the handset may be coupled to a telephone data port of 
a computer, for example. The handset requests from base unit 1 10 to be connected to a data source 
or channel, such as that provided by the modem. Base unit 1 10 tiicn transmits^ the data decoded from 
the modem, to the handset via the audio link. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A wireless icslcphone system (100), comprising: 

(a) a ba$s unit (110) having a base transceiver (111, 112); and 

(b) a plurality of wireless handsets (120)5 each handset (i20|) comprising a handset 

transceiver (121, 122) for establishing with the base unit (110) via the base 
tnin<iceivei' a time-division multiple access (TDMA) data link and a TDMA audio 
link, in accordance with a TDMA epoch (200) allocating exclusive data and audio 
packet time slots to each handset (120^), wherein the data link is for transmitting 
signaling information and the audio link is for transmitting voice data for a real-time 
telephone calL wherein die base unit (1 10), upon request from a handset (120;) for 
data from a data source, retrieves the requested data from the data source and 
transmits the reirieved data to the handset (120^ via the audio link, wherdn; 

the epoch (200) has a plurality of transmit and receive data row pairs, one such row pair for 
each handset (120|)j wherein each row of a row^ pair comprises an even row 
comprising a transmit data time slot for the respective handset and a plurality of 
transmit and receive audio packet time slots for half of the maximum mimber of the 
plurality of handsets which may be communicating at a time, and an odd row 
comprising a receive data time slot for the respective handset and a plurality of 
transmit and receive audio packet time slots for the other half of the maximum 
numher of the plurality of handsets which may be communicating at a time; and 

each handset (120^ receives and transmits data packets via receive and transmit data packet 
slot$ (251, 252) only once during each epoch (200), during the transmit and receive 
data row pair for each said handset, and, if the handset is communicating with the 
base unit, aaid each handset receives and transmits audio packets during respective 
transmit and receive audio packet time slots (253> 254) of each row pair of the epoch. 

2. The system of claim I, wherein: 

the plurality of handsets (120) comprises 12 handsets, 8 of which maybe cormtmmcating at 
a time; 
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the epoch (200) comprises 12 data row pairs, one data row pair for each handset; and 
each row pair comprises 8 transmit and receive audio packet time slot pairs for audio 
communications for die commimicating handsets. 

3. The system of claim 1 , wherein the data source is a memory (1 18) for storing data and the 
requested data is stored data stored m the memory. 

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the base xmit (1 10) comprises the memoiy (I IS). 

5. The system of claim 3, wherein the bane unit (1 10) is coupled to an external computer 
comprising the memory (1 1 S), 

6. The system of claim 3, wherein the base unit (110) transmits the stored information to the 
handset (120i) ^ia the audio Jink only if the handset is not currently using the audio link to transmit 
real-time telephone conference voice data, 2nd transmits the stored infonnation to the handset via 
the data link if the handset is currently using lEhe audio link to transmit real-time telephone 
conference voice data, 

7. Tlie system of claim 3, wherein the stored information is one of stored caller ID 
information and stored compressed voice mail message data. 

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the handset requesting the stored information processes 
the stored information upon receipt in accordance wife the nature of the stored inforroation. 

9- In a wireless telephone system (100) comprising a base unit (110) having a base 
transceiver (11 1, 112) and a plurality of wireless handsets (120), each handset (120) comprising a 
handset transceiver (12 1, 122), a method comprising the steps of: 

(a) establishing, with each handset vi^ its hsaidset transceiverj a time-division multiple access 
(TDMA) data link with the base unitt via the base transceiver, and, with each handset 
that is communicating with the basiS unit, a TDMA audio link with the base unit via 
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the base transceiver, in accordance with a TDMA epoch (200) allocating exclusive 
data and audio packet time slots to each handset (120g), wherein the data link is for 
transmitting signaling information and the audio link is fox transmittiTig voice data 
for a real-time telephone call; 
(b} requesting^ with the handset, from the base unit, data from a data source; 

(c) retrieving, with the base unit, Hie requested data ftom the data source in response to the 

request; and 

(d) transmitting ihe retrieved data from the base unit to the handset via the audio link, 

wherein: 

the epoch (200) has a plurality of transmit and receive data row pairs, one such row pair for 
each handset (120'X wherein each row of a row pair comprises an even row 
comprising a transmit data time slot for fixe respecdve handset and a plurality of 
transmit and receive audio packet time slots for half of the maximum number of the 
plurality of handsets which may be coixmiunicating at a time, and an odd row 
comprising a receive data time slot for the respective handset and a plurality of 
Transmit and receive audio packet time slots for the other half of the maximum 
number of the pluralitj^ of handsets; which may be communicating at a time; and 

each handset {120) receives and transmits data packets via receive and transmit data packet 
slots (251, 252) only once during each epoch (200), during the transmit and receive 
data TOW pair for each said handset, and, if the handset is commxmicating with the 
base unit, said each handset receives and transmits audio packets duritig respective 
uransmit and recei v& audio packet tijme slots (253, 254) of each row pair of the epoch. 

10, The method of claim 9, wherein the cJata source is a memor>^ for storing data and the 
requested data is stored data stored in die memor>\ 

1 1 . A base unit (1 10} for communicating with a pkirality of wireless handsets (120), each 
handset (120^ comprising a handset transceiver (121, 122), the base unit (1 10) comprising: 

(a) a base transceiver (III, 1 12) for establishing a time-division multiple access (TDMA) 
data link v/ith each handset via the base transceiver, and, with each handset that is 
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cotTiinunicating with the base unit, a TDMA. audio link vi&, tiie base transceiver, irt 
accordance with a TDMA. epoch (200) allocating exclusive data and audio packet 
time slots to each handset (1200, wherein the data link is for transmitting signaling 
mformation and the aiidio link is for trananaitting voice data for a telephone call; and 

(b) a memory (1 1 8) for storing stored infcumation, wheKdn the base unit, upon request from 
the handsel for Stored information stored m the memory^, retrieves the requested 
stored informaiion from the memory and transmits the stored information to the 
handset via the audio link, wherein: 

the epoch (200) has a plurality of transmit: and receive data row pairs, one such row pair for 
each handset (1200, wherein each row of a row pair comprises an even row 
comprising a Transmit data time islot for the respective handset and a plurality of 
transmit and receive audio packet time slots for half of the maximum number of the 
plurality of handsets w^hich may be communicating at a time, and an odd row 
comprismg a receive data time slot for the respective handset and a plurality of 
transmit and receive audio packet time slots for the other half of the maximum 
number of the plurality of handsels which may be communicating at a time; and 

each handset (1200 receives and tmnsmits data packets via receive and transmit data packet 
slots (251, 252) only once during each epoch (200), during the transmit and receive 
daia row pair for each said handset, and, if the handset is communicating with the 
base unit, said each handset receives and transmits audio packets during respective 
transmit and receive audio packet tiime slots (253, 254) of each row pair of the ^och, 

12. The base unit of claim 1 1, wherein the data source is a memory for storing data and the 
requested data is stored data stored in the memoty, 

13. A wireless telephone system (100), comprising: 

(a) a base unit (110) having a base transceiver (111,112); and 

(b) a plurality of wireless handsets (120), each handset (120^ comprismg a handset 

transceiver (121, 122) for establishing a data link and an audio Itnk with the base unit 
(110) via the base transceiver, wherem the data link is for transmitting signaling 
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mformation andliie audio link is for tiansmittmg voice data for a real-time telephone 
call wherein the base unit (1 10), iipon request froin a handset (120^) for non-voice 
data from a data source^ retrieves the requested data &om the data source aad 
transmits the retrieved data to the handset (120^ via the audio link if the handset is 
not currently using the audio link to transmit real-time telephone conference voice 
data and transmits the stored information to the handset via the data link other^^ise. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A wireless telephone system comprises a base unit and a plurality of wireless 
handsets. The base unit has a base transceiver and a memory for storing stored 
information. Each handset has a handset transceiver for establishing a data link and an 
5 audio link with the base unit via the base transceiver, wherein the data link is for 
transmitting signaling information and the audio link is for transmitting voice data for a 
real-time telephone call. The handset requests from the base unit certain stored 
information. In response, the base unit retrieves the requested stored information from 
the memory and transmits the stored information to the handset via the audio link. 
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